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Lecture held at premises of the Theosophical Society in Hungary
Budapest, 30.05.2018

Dear friends!
Today I’m going to present you an interesting story, the story of the discovery and exploration of the
life and work of Baroness Adelma von Vay, spiritist and theosophist, who lived in Slovenske Konjice
(once Gonobitz), a small town at the foot of the Pohorje hills, in the north-est of Slovenia.
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In 2010 I received a collection of the theosophical books, once owned by late Slovenian theosophist,
professor of jurisprudence, Dr. August Munda, which was kindly given to me by his heirs. The col-
lection contained also a large number of books in German language and a photograph of, at time un-
known old woman, discovered among the leaves of one of the books. On its back it was written in
pencil: Adelma von Vay.

I started to ask myself who could possibly be this interesting lady. I looked up the internet but there
was only some limited information in German language that didn’t help me much, so I assumed that
she had to be one of Mr. Munda’s theosophical correspondents and abandoned subsequent research.

But, a year and a half later I received on my e-mail address a message from young Slovenian philo-
sopher, Jan Ciglenečki, who asked me to help him with the introduction to his translation of the book
Geist-Kraft-Stoff (Spirit-Force-Matter), written and published by baroness Adelma von Vay in the year
1869.
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Well, now the things became interesting; interesting, because Jan and his father, a dedicated archeo-
logist, encountered on the cemetery of Slovenske Konjice the tomb of Adelma von Vay, while they
were exploring the tradition of Holy Grail in the region of Štajerska.

That discovery aroused Jan’s interest to the extent that he was able to found online the text of Adelma’s
book Spirit, Force, Matter, which fascinated him so much that he decided to translate it into Slovenian
language. In addition to the text, Jan was equally fascinated by the life story of the person who uploaded
the text to the web, namely by the life story of Mr. Rudolf Passian, one of the leading parapsychologists
in German speaking countries.
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In short, Mr. Passian’s life story is the following: In 1948 he was imprisoned in East Germany by Rus-
sian army and unjustly sentenced to 25 years of prison. The experience of war and now captivity
stimulated him to ponder upon essential issues of life: where we come from, where we are going and
what is the essence of dying. And, he dived profoundly into these questions in company of Adelma’s
book Spirit, Force, Matter. While reading it, he said one day to his fellow prisoner: “If God really exists,
then he surely must see that I was falsely imprisoned.” Two days later – it was already the year 1955 -
he was released from prison. The book and these events stimulated him to begin his parapsychological
research and humanitarian work. Despite the disability, gained during the war, and which chained
him to wheelchair, he travelled extensively around the world exploring shaman traditions and alterna-
tive methods of diagnosis and treatment. Out of his experiences he wrote the bestseller PSI Abenteuer,
and provided that Adelma’s work wasn’t completely forgotten, publishing six successive editions of
the book Spirit, Force, Matter with ample prefaces.
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At about the same time, when Jan Ciglenečki, began his translation, Adelma von Vay entered also in
the life of historian Mrs. Aleksandra Boldin while researching important people in Slovenske Konjice.
With the help of old local documents and photos and the Adelma’s diary Aus meinem leben (Out of
my life), she published the first overview of Adelma’s life and work.

Synchronically, Adelma von Vay entered also in the life of Mrs. Nena Židov, a curator at the Slovenian
Ethnographic Museum, who was researching history of mesmerism and homeopathy in Slovenia and
came across of the correspondence between Adelma von Vay and the “magician from Primskovo”
(this is how he was called), a noted Slovenian mesmeric healer, priest Jurij Humar.



6

Copyright © Teozofija v Sloveniji. Vse pravice pridržane.

ADELMA VON VAY - HER LIFE AND WORK IN 1870-IES AND EARLY 1880-IES

When the translation of the Spirit, Power, Matter was published, in January 2012, it excited vast public
attention. There were published numerous articles in the major Slovenian newspapers and periodicals
and a conversation about the book was organized on the central television program, devoted to the
literary news. Also the sale of the book was great success and has to be reprinted after two months
only.

All these facts encouraged the publisher, Research institute of the Christian tradition, the Municipality
of Slovenske Konjice and all persons now involved, to organize an international symposium on Adelma
von Vay’s life and work. It was then held on 3rd and 4th of December 2012 at the national University
Library in Ljubljana and at the Žiče Monastery near Slovenske Konjice. It attracted a considerable
number of researchers and still more papers was received. Along with the symposium the Monography
was published (which you received as the introduction), but unfortunately, because out of resources,
we were not able to publish the symposium’s Almanac.

Anyhow, the papers to great extend presented until then known information, elaborating various histo-
rical, social, philosophical, metaphysical and other aspects of Adelma’s work, actually representing
only a start of research proper. This now continues with the exploration of spiritualist and theosophical
literature, books and periodicals; and, what I will present now are the first results of this research.
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Why should we live in Gonobitz? – A Lady on a Mission.

We learn from Monography that Adelma and Ödön von Vay were married at Golssen and that they
lived the following years, until they moved to Gonobitz, in the town of Tiszalok in Hungary. But it se-
ems that this was not entirely the case, as the correspondent of the Spiritual Magazine (April 1869),
brings the story from a “distinguished lawyer of Pesth”, who reports that:

“About a year before, the Baroness A — had become a resident in Pesth. She was a person of striking
personal attractions and accomplishments. Her house was the resort of the highest circles, and she dis-
pensed her hospitality with a munificent hand. Her benevolence was manifested in liberal subscriptions
to the charitable institutions of the city, and in ministering to the individual sufferings of the poor. In
short, her name was on every tongue, and blessings followed her steps.”

It is hard to say when exactly the Vays moved to Budapest, but it certainly requires some time to esta-
blish such a position in a society, so it is more than probably that they leaved Tiszalok quite soon and
that they were already in Budapest when they met, in autumn 1864, dr. Janos Gardos, who suggested
Adelma the automatic writing as a cure for her health problems.
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Adelma’s first automatic writing attempts then commenced in January 1865 and apparently soon
accumulated in a vast recordings of séances or channelings of various controlling spirits. The amount
of these writings rose to the extent that she apparently started to contemplate to publish them and to
start to realize her mission, expressed in these words:

“Because we are without children, I must be careful regarding what fruit I produce of myself that remains.
I intend to do something great, to comfort the unfortunate and help them wherever possible. I must opera-
te spiritually with the help of the medium talents given to me by God.”

The fact is that she didn’t find a publisher, ready to print this kind of literature, in Budapest but in
Vienna, so in 1867 her first book was published by Verlag von Rudolph Lechner’s k. k. Universitäts-
Buchhandlung under the title Betrachtungsbuch für Alle: von mehreren seligen Geistern – Book of visions
for all: by several blessed spirits.

It seems that Vienna was becoming a promissing spiritist center as a spiritist society was formed there
as early as in 1865 by Constantin Delhez, a Belgian by nationality and a teacher of French language,
who published translations of Allan Kardec's works into German: The Book of Spirits (1863) and The
Spiritism in its Easiest Expression (1864).
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In 1866 Constantin Delhez started a spiritist periodical Licht des Jenseits oder Blumenlese aus dem Gar-
ten des Spiritismus. Eine Zeitschrift für die spiritische Wissenschaft und Lehre. Light of the Beyond or a
Selection of Flowers from the Garden of Spiritism - A Journal for Spiritist Science and Doctrine, in which
also an extensive Review of Adelma’s first book was published in June 1867.
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This is the same year when von Vays decided to buy Prevrat manor at Konjice (Gonobitz) and to move
there. It is said that they have chosen the location at randomly pointing a finger on a map, but perso-
nally I assume that this was quite thoughtful decision, covering several objectives. Adelma was nurtu-
ring, as described in her diaries, nostalgic memories about her youth home at Schwarzau castle in
upper Styria, so their new home allowed her to be near to her family members and to enjoy the familiar
and admirable landscape. Beside that Gonobitz was home of several aristocratic families what was
promising a fulfilling social life. But, in my opinion, most decisive fact was that Gonobitz had a strategic
position near important railway crossing at Poltschach (Poljčane) that allowed them to be already at
that time just a day time voyage by train from Vienna, Budapest and Trieste, and they have had a local
train station practically in their courtyard.

Namely, von Vays moved from one location to the other quite often, according to the necessities of
their involvement in the spiritist movement, social obligations of various sorts and to satisfy their need
for qualitative and cultural entertainment, as explained in various reports.
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It seems that in Austro-Hungarian Monarchy there existed well established tradition of the research
of spiritualistic phenomena from at least 1850-ies on. One of the most dedicated researchers was Mr.
J. H. Stratil, “who possesses thirteen large volumes of MSS., the fruit of nineteen years’ experiments
with the psychograph through various mediums. During this period more than 26,000 answers of inte-
rest are said to have been received from 348 different intelligences. Of these, two copies have been ma-
de by Herr Stratil, one in order of time, the other of subjects, so that there exist on the Continent, in
consequence of the greater devolopment of writing mediumship, materials for a spirit-literature of no
ordinary dimensions.” (The Spiritualist, 22. oktober, 1875)

Another researcher, in contact with Mr. Stratil, was Dr. A. E. Nehrer, who reported (Human Nature,
april 1874) that he received from the former a “voluminous and most interesting diary on Spiritualism,
containing a long series of communications by various mediums, since 1853”. Besides that Mr. Nehrer
writes that he was involved in the work of another spiritualist group which existed in Geneva. For The
Spiritualist (July 7, 1876) he wrote: “Since 1853, when table moving was introduced into our country,
and people began to recognise invisible intelligences as the cause of it, a considerable number of families
and individuals zealously took up the inquiry in almost all the larger centres of the empire, but without
gathering into a public association. Societies were first formed as late as 1865 in Vienna, and 1872 at
Pesth.”
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From various reports it is evidenced that Mr. Stratil and Mr. Nehrer were connected with the group
of spiritual researchers who prepared the ground for the establishment of the spiritualist Society in
Budapest. Mr. J. F. Seman, a member of this group, wrote for the Banner of Light (March 13, 1875)
the following: “when we, three years ago, as a small band of Spiritualists united to form this Society of
“Pest Spiritualists,” we were obliged to conceal our movements and stray from place to place for safety
to hold our meetings. After thus wandering about for nine months, we were blessed with the acquain-
tance of three noble individuals whom we soon recognized as veteran disciples and stout defenders of
our faith. The names of these now friends are, Baron Emanuel Von Vay, his wife, Adelma, nee Countess
of Wumbrandt and his venerable mother, the Baroness Von Vay. At an assembly, April 16th, 1871,
we nominated Count von Vay honorary President, and Dr. Grünhut acting President. In Madam Adel-
ma we soon discovered a most valuable medium. Being severely criticised, ridiculed and persecuted
by the press and the public, we faced our assailants courageously, maintaining not only our position,
but wringing from the Government a concession to our statutes by which we were incorporated as
“The Society of Investigators in Spiritism.” Soon after this event, our ranks began to swell so rapidly
that the hall in which we met could no longer accommodate our robust assemblies. We then set to
work, and had a large commodious hall constructed as our special meeting-place; this was festively
opened March 2d, 1873. In April 30th, we received from the Royal Hungarian Ministry our certificate
of Incorporation, ….”
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A report in The Spiritualist (October 22, 1875) completes this information: “The Society of Spiriter-
Forscher (Spiritual Inquirers) at Buda-Pesth … was first formed in the early part of the year 1671, and
consisted originally of about twenty members. In the following year the society was severely attacked
by the newspapers in Pesth and Vienna; the members took up the gauntlet, and the result of the fray
was that the society increased to so great an extent that before the end of the year it was enabled to
hire a building constructed for its own purposes by one of its members, and having submitted its rules
and regulations to the approval of the Hungarian Government, was registered by the same, and now
stands under its protection.

“The society holds regular seances, at which spiritual communications are given through various trance
and writing mediums. The best of these are selected and published once a month in a little pamphlet,
neatly got up and printed by the society on its own premises, under the name of Reflexionen aus der
Geisterwelt (Reflections from the Spirit-world).”

Another report in The Spiritualist (July 1874) says: “The followers of the … “Society of Spiritual In-
quirers” (Geistiger Forscher), … have publicly declared, as the basis of their teaching, the work “Spirit,
Force, Matter,” given through the hand of the medium Adelma v. Vay. Every month this Society pu-
blishes a pamphlet under the title of Reflexionen, containing the utterances given through the principal
mediums at its public circles. These have principally a religious and instructive tendency ...”

When the first issue of the periodical Reflexionen aus der Geisterwelt (Reflections from the Spirit-world)
- editor of which was Mr. Anton Prochazka - was published it was noticed by Medium and Daybreak
(August 22, 1873) as following: “Buda-Pest. — Good news from afar are daily being received as to the
growth of Spiritualism. A new German publication has just been issued, entitled Reflections on the
Spirit-World, produced by the Society of United Spiritual Inquirers, presided over by Dr. Adolf Grün-
hut. The first number contains some diagrams on occult topics, and the subject matter seems to allow
great scope for idea. The pamphlet is about the size of the Spiritual Magazine though not so thick, and
all readers of German would do well to judge of it for themselves.”
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Turning towards England and United States

What is known in the West under the name of Modern Spiritualism is a religious movement that began
in 1848 in Hydesville, New York. There a series of rappings began to be heard at the house of Fox sis-
ters what represented a start of research and practice of spiritual phenomena. This quickly developed
into a new religion, based on the concept of the immortality of the human soul. In next years it has
expanded throughout the United States and England as a flood. Robert Dale Owen, [The Debatable
Land between - This World and the Next, p. 174 - London Ed. 1874] estimates that the sum-total of
the so-called Spiritualists reached in the beginning of seventies the number of fifteen millions and that
included some of the most acute intellects of the time.

Prof. Crookes, the great scientist, industriously pursued researches into Spiritualism and was supported
by other eminent men and women. Among them were those who afterwards played their part in The
Theosophical Society - Lady Caithness (afterwards Duchesse de Pomar), Prof. A. R. Wallace, the great
naturalist, the Master of Lindsay, the Earl of Crauford and Balcarres, F. R. S., President of the Royal
Astronomical Society, Dr. George Wyld, Prof. Win. Crookes, C. C. Massey, writer and barrister-at-law.
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The movement started as private circles, which developed into local Societies, while on the other hand
a number of individuals were encouraged by public interest to write down theirs personal experiences,
what expanded into extensive literature on spiritualism and into the establishment of several spiritualist
periodicals.

By 1865 Spiritualism had completely captured public attention in America, Britain and France. The
phenomena produced through the best known mediums stimulated curiosity to the highest pitch. A
literature began to grow up.

From various reports it can be determined that also spiritualist circles on the Continent were familiar
with this expanding literature, especially those acknowledged with the English language, what was also
the case with Adelma von Vay. Her interest to establish fruitful contacts with American and English
publishers certainly grew more vivid after the publication of her major work Geist-Kraft-Stoff (Spirit,
Power, Matter) in 1869. From the entries in her diary we can deduct that she strived and succeeded
to form a circle of influential friends who helped her promote her work.
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In the United States there were especially two periodicals established which will later on become Adel-
ma’s reference newspapers for American public, namely the Religio-Philosophical Journal (1865), edited
by John C. Bundy and the Banner of Light (1857), edited by Isaac Rich and Luther Colby.

In England such periodicals were Human Nature (1867) and Medium and Daybreak (1870), both edi-
ted by James Burns, and The Spiritualist (1869), edited by William Henry Harrison. The later was espe-
cially important as Mr. Harrison was a member of the Dalston Association of Inquirers in Hackney,
one of the four local spiritualist societies in London, which played an important role, along with The
Spiritualist newspaper itself, in the formation of the national organization, which was established in
August 1873 under the name of British National Association of Spiritualist.
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Adelma’s first publications in western press

Adelma’s first article in the spiritualist periodicals appeared in The Spiritualist on February 6, 1874,
under the title Home experiences in Spiritualism. Her first lines were the following:

“I believe that Spiritualism will prove to be the great harmonising religion of the future, and that we are
but at the beginning of its onward march. I therefore hold it to be a duty on the part of every Spiritualist
to give mankind the results of home studies and personal experiences.”

“In Austria and Hungary, Spiritualism is almost unknown; still we have a spiritual society, under the
presidency of Mr. Constantin Delhez, at Vienna, and under that of Dr. Grünhut, at Pesth; but I will be-
gin by narrating to you how the phenomena first appeared in my home.”

The second, The Clairvoyance of the Blind, followed just a week later as a reaction to an article about
blind seers and was describing mediumship of a blind Jewish woman from Budapest, Franziska Freed-
man.
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In the same month there appeared in the February number of Human Nature a Review of Adelma’s
major work Spirit, Power, Matter, commenting that:

“This is a superior work professing to have been dictated by a number of elevated spirits, whose names,
however, are not given. They develope therein a System of cosmogony illustrated by arithmetical and
geometrical diagrams of an abstruse character.”

And in conclusion that:

“This system includes the Christian as well as all other religions that have ever existed in the world, and
will throw light on many obscurities connected with them all. It still stamps mankind as the degenerate
descendants of a degenerate race (of angels), but it also proclaims the universal provision which God has
mercifully established for the recovery of all men.”
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These articles were accepted with interest by the public as well as by the council members of the BNAS,
who elected the Baroness Adelma von Vay as corresponding member of the Association, what was re-
ported in The Spiritualist, March 20, 1874.

“A Council Meeting of this Association was held on Monday evening, 16th instant, at Lawson’s Rooms,
125, Gower-strect, Euston-road, London, NAV. The Baroness Adelma Vay and Miss Anna Blackwell
were elected corresponding members, and many more Spiritualists as ordinary members.”
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In the May issue of The Spiritualist there was published an extensive Review of Adelma’s new book
Studies from the Spirit-World. It was promoted as following:

“This book is as remarkable as it is interesting. It contains an account of the mediumship of the Baron
and Baroness von Vay, and of their experiences since the year 1865, chiefly extracted from the authoress’s
diary, as entered at the time. The circumstances under which she first became acquainted with Spiri-
tualism have been already related in these pages by the Baroness herself; we will therefore describe the
manner in which she received the communications which led to her confirmed belief in the theory of
reincarnation, and to her development as a healing medium of extraordinary power.”
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This was the book which brought Adelma in the center of attention as it raised at least two fundamental
questions about the truth behind the spiritual phenomena: the question about the spirit-identity and
the question about the doctrine of reincarnation.

In the same issue the editor of The Spiritualist wrote: “The question of “Spirit Identity” is perhaps the
most important one at present demanding solution by thinking Spiritualists. We should be glad to receive
authentic evidence bearing upon the subject.”

This question was then somehow repeated also in the July issue:

“In like manner this mailed warrior challenges the Baroness v. Vay, before entering the lists with him,
to produce, where it is possible, verification of the psychometric experiments published in her Studies
from the Spirit World. The giant labours of Dr. Wittig, sole translator of the works of A. J. Davis into
German, as well as of R. Dale Owen’s Debatable Land, and of numerous writings by Mr. Crookes, Dr.
Carpenter, and A. R. Wallace, and otherwise an unceasing worker on the scientific side of Spiritualism
in Germany, entitle him to be heard with respect. Dr. Maximilian Perty, a Professor at Berne, author of
Mystic Phenomena and The Hidden Life of the Spirit, also belongs to this school.”
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Towards the end of the year Adelma wrote an exasperated reaction to an article by Mr. Howitt in the
Spiritual Magazine, attacking reincarnationists. In the article Friendly union among spiritualists she
wrote:

“Sir, I also am a Christian; I believe in God, and in our Lord Jesus, and try to follow His first command-
ment of love to God and to our neighbour. … I, though a foreigner, soon found out that the National
Association spoke first as our Lord Jesus spoke. ‘Let them all come to Me; the afflicted ones, the Christians,
the heathens, let them all come, and in the bosom of a society consisting of honourable men and women,
speak out their wants, their thoughts, and their experiences. We will hoar and love them all, and not
only the orthodox Christians’.”

“So speaks this Society, and we thinking people of different creeds are most thankful to the British National
Association for her true Christian feeling; and for us, who cannot find such a platform for speaking out
on the Continent, we shall gather round her and tell all our opinions and experiences, so that we may
learn the truth by collecting and comparing the experiences of all.”

The year concluded with the second edition of the Studies from the Spirit-World (Psychische Studien,
December 1874) and von Vay’s intention to visit England next year (The Spiritualist, December 18,
1874).
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To remain at the top of public attention most capable mediums were engaged in a race to produce
more and more extravagant spiritualistic phenomena. In the years 1874 and 1875 they were trying to
produce as many as possible almost unbelievable materializations. Adelma wasn’t immune to this de-
velopment and tried to swim with the course, engaging a local medium, Mrs. Pucher, for this purpose.
She reported with enthusiasm about their first experiments in the article Materializations in Austria
(The Spiritualist, January 15, 1875) and under the title Merkwurdige Erscheinungen in Steiermark (Psy-
chische Studien, Februar 1875). The report appeared also in the Banner of Light (February 27, 1875),
saying:

“The Baroness Adelina Vay, and Baron Vay, her husband, publish a statement in The Spiritualist, (Eng.,)
of Feb. 5th, to the effect that physical manifestations of a startling and convincing character have taken
place recently at their residence, Gonobitz, Austria, the medium being Mrs. Pucher, who was invited to
said house by them for the purpose of holding stances of this character. Full spirit-forms have been seen,
and rapidly-moving lights have been clearly distinguished, which luminous appearances answered
questions and signals from those present. Each evening during the manifestations Count-Wurmbrand,
(cousin to the Baroness Vay,) sat not more than six feet from the opening, and the other observers present
were but little further away, and one or two could look quite into the cabinet. The space within was so
small that the slightest movement of the medium was audible; she, however, was quite unconscious during
the manifestations.”
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They prepared another report for The Spiritualist (February 5, 1875), under the title Spiritual mani-
festations in Austria, saying that they are eager to see what will follow.

The Spiritualist (March 19, 1875) was still reporting that: “Physical manifestations seem to be gaining
ground on the Continent. The experiments of the Baroness Von Vay in Austria, with Mme. Pucher in
the cabinet, as already related in this journal, are being continued with success …”

But not long after this report Adelma honestly and with regret reported in the letter, which was pu-
blished in The Spiritualist (May 7, 1875) under the title Continental mediums that they were mislead
by Mrs. Pucher and that her phenomena were a hoax.

“There is a committee consisting of the first gentlemen and professors in Vienna, who would like to see
good physical phenomena. We wish very much that Mr. Williams could come to us; we are in strong
need of such seances as his.”
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Their disappointment was so great that they renounced to visit England that year, although they have
already promised to take an active part at the BNAS annual Soiree and accompanying Bazaar. Instead,
they made a contact with noted medium Lottie Fowler, which was having a successful career in En-
gland, and invited her to their home in Gonobitz.

The Spiritualist, Maj 21, 1875 - Next Wednesday the bazaar in aid of the Spiritualistic reading-room
and library, just established in London, will he opened at the Co-operative Hall, Castlestreet, Oxford-
street, directly at the hack of the Princess’s Theatre.  … The Baroness von Vay has sent six dozen
photographic portraits of herself and the Baron von Vay, besides a handsome contribution in money,
and Miss Blackwell has presented a handsome carved wood inkstand.

In spite of this debacle with materializations experiments Adelma made good impression with two
other articles in the spring of 1875 through the pen of Miss Emily Kislingbury, Secretary of the BNAS:
A dream picture (The Spiritualist, March 5, 1875) and Spirit travelling during bodily sleep (The Spiri-
tualist, April 9, 1875).
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In March 13 there also appeared one another Review of Adelma’s book Studies upon the Spirit-World
in the Religio-Philosophical Journal by Mr. Gustav Bloede, who became an important Adelma’s connec-
tion in the United States what we will see in hereinafter.

Mr. Bloede wrote: “The above is the title of the second book, which the famous Hungarian Medium Mrs.
Adelina Baroness de Vay, nee Countess Wurmbrand, has offered to the world, and of which the second
edition – Leipzig, 1874, is lying before us. Mrs. de Vay’s first work, entitled, “Geist, Kraft und Stoff” —
“Spirit, force and matter,” which appeared some years ago, has in its time attracted a great deal of at-
tention, and elicited elaborate reviews from scientific men like Prof. Perty, of Berne and so will, no doubt,
this second, work of the same authoress, containing a great-many experiences from the mediumistic life
of this highly  gifted medium and her husband, and a vast deal of interesting and instructive information,
although prominently impregnated with the influences of religious mysticism and the doctrines of French
Spiritism, which by many of the Spiritualist of this country will not readily be accepted for more than
the vagaries of extravagant imagination or pious fanaticism. The “Studies” of Mrs. de Vay are no-doubt
a remarkable and valuable, though in many respect a curious and abstruse, contribution to the constantly
and rapidly increasing Spiritist Literature, and therefore deserve a more than passing notice in the
columns of the JOURNAL.”
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On May 21st Medium and Daybreak noticed and reported Miss Lottie Fowler’s departure for the Con-
tinent. Her first report then came from Hague (Medium and Daybreak, June 4, 1875), while her arrival
and séances at von Vay’s home in Gonobitz was reported by Adelma herself (The Spiritualist, July 9,
1875):

“The Baroness von Vay writes that Miss Lottie Fowler has been giving physical manifestations in her
house under test conditions, very much of the nature of those produced through the mediumship of Mrs.
Annie Eva Fay. For instance, when Miss Fowler’s mouth was bandaged a glass of water was drunk, and
the empty glass placed on the table at a yard’s distance from the medium. A zither, a small stringed musi-
cal instrument, was played, bells were rung, and a musical box was wound up, while Miss Fowler was
bound hands and feet in her chair. Pieces of linen were also sewed together under the same conditions.
The Baron and Baroness von Vay intend forming a circle of reliable witnesses for the investigation of
these strange things.”

We learn from The Spiritualist (July 16, 1875) that at the same time von Vay’s have hosted also Mr.
Test from United States, who then visited London: “Dr. Test, who has seen so much of the Baroness von
Vay’s seances in Austria, and who will leave for the United States in a month or two, is also a frequent
visitor at the new offices.”
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This was then confirmed in the report in The Spiritualist (August 6, 1875):

“A letter from Baroness Von Vay informs us that one of the leading members of the Austrian Anthro-
pological Society, who takes a deep interest in the phenomena of modern Spiritualism, is investigating
Miss Lottie Fowler’s newly-developed physical mediumship. She adds that physical manifestations, such
as direct writing and the floating of musical instruments, take place while the medium is securely bound
to her seat.”

This leading member of the Austrian Anthropological Society was Baron Lazar von Hellenbach, who
later on wrote about these experiments in his book Eine Philosophie des Gesunden Menschenverstandes
von Lazar B. Hellenbach, Wien, 1876, Wilhelm Braumüller.

The excerpts of these experiments with Mrs. Lottie Fowler from this book were later published also
in the Psychishe Studien, September 1877, while the conclusive reports of her visit was brought by Me-
dium and Daybreak (September 17, 1875) and Psychische Studien (Oktober 1875).



29

Copyright © Teozofija v Sloveniji. Vse pravice pridržane.

ADELMA VON VAY - HER LIFE AND WORK IN 1870-IES AND EARLY 1880-IES

Towards the end of the year 1875 and at the beginning of 1876 more information about the Society in
Budapest was brought to public attention.

The Spiritualist, October 29, 1875 - In a friendly letter to Miss Kislingbury, Secretary to the National
Association of Spiritualists, the Baroness von Vay writes from Hungary, where she is now on a visit:
— In coming here we had a nice seance at our Hall in Pesth; there was a trance-speaker, and a spirit
wrote some messages through me. In returning through Pesth, we shall probably attend the Sunday
Services at the Hall.” We London Spiritualists are behind the Buda-Pesth Society in the matter of a
“hall” of our own.

The Spiritualist, January 16, 1876 – … Austrian Spiritualism centres itself round the well organised
Society of Spiritual Inquirers at Buda Pest, of which the Baron von Vay is the Honorary President. It
has been registered by the government, has a hall of its own, and publishes Transactions. In its way it
seems to be the most complete Spiritual Society in existence.

Banner of Light, March 11, 1876 - Adolf Grünhut, M. D., executive officer of the Association of Spirit
Investigators at Budapest, Hungary, writes us recently as follows: “I have the honor to inform you that
our Association, whose Honorary President is the Baron Odon Von Vay, has elected Messrs. Luther
Colby and Isaac B. Rich, Honorary Members.” Thanks, brothers, for your kindly recognition.
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Banner of Light, March 18, 1876 - “… Could I make an exception, it would be in favor of those which
come from Hungary, from the flourishing Society of Buda-Pesth, of which Baron de Vay is Honorary
President. The Baroness de Vay, as a writing medium, favors said “Society” and its periodical, Refle-
xionen aus der Geisterwelt, with her deeply interesting experiences. The spirits respond to her in the
most cordial and trustworthy manner, answering questions of no little social importance, and giving
their names in full. But perhaps that which is of a peculiar interest in mine, de Vay’s mediumship, is
the friendship which seems to have sprung up between her and the Nature spirits, the genii of the
woods. They call her their loved Adelina. They tell of their beautiful home in the forests, mid flowers
by brooks, sympathize with her shut up in a little room, while they are in the free world under the blue
of heaven.”

The Spiritualist, April 18, 1876 – “Honorary Membership of the Society of Spiriter-Forscher at Buda-
Pesth, of which the Baroness von Vay is the liberal patroness, has lately been bestowed upon Mrs. Mac-
dougall Gregory, Mr. Charles Blackburn, Mr. J. N. T. Martheze, Mr. Alexander Calder, Mr. Algernon
Joy, Miss Lottie Fowler, Miss Kislingbury, Mr. Christian Reimers, and Mr. W. H. Harrison, as an
acknowledgment by that society of the services rendered by the above ladies and gentlemen to the
cause of Spiritualism.”

Banner of Light, July 15, 1876 - Epes Sargent, Esq., of Boston, has been chosen an honorary member
of the above-named organization. We have received a document appointing us to a like position, and
we return to the Society and the Baroness our respectful acknowledgment of this friendly action.
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There appeared in the Religio-Philosophical Journal on July 29, 1876, another article from the pen of
Mr. Gustav Bloede addressing an actual issue of elementaries or nature spirits, refering to the authority
of Adelma von Vay.

Here are some excerpts: “I took the opportunity to ask her in regard to an alleged letter of hers to Ame-
rica, which was referred to here in favor of the elementary doctrine. Mrs. Vay answered my enquiries
under date of Feb. 28th, as follows: “Three weeks ago I have written for the first time to Olcott. I had,
therefore, not yet written to him at the time he made his lecture. I have, however, written to Mrs. Har-
dinge about the manifestations of the “natur-geister” (elementary spirits) or “movers of nature” which
I received already years ago. In the pamphlets, “Reflections from the Spirit-world,” such manifestations
are mentioned. Also there are in the book on “Visions,” pictures which I had of those spirits and mani-
festations from them. Now I do not know, whether this may agree with the experiences of Mrs. Hardin-
ge, but certainly it is very interesting, and not in contradiction to the doctrines of Spiritism. The descrip-
tion which I received of those “movers of nature” is grand.” … this manifestation, to which nobody
will deny the merit of being at least freely poetical representation of a moral idea, refers to one of the
truths of Spiritualism, long known to his intelligent followers, namely: that our intercourse with the
spirits is not only intended for the benefit of man in the flesh, but sots reciprocally upon the immortals
of the Spirit world, who seek our communion by enlightening, instructing, advising, comforting,
relieving and releasing them.”
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Appeal for more spiritual spiritualism

Towards the end of the year 1876 there increased among the Spiritualists’ circles the call for more pro-
found spiritual investigation. In her letter to the editor of Medium and Daybreak, Mr. James Burns,
Lady Caithness wrote the following: “Could we do away with so much material phenomena, and …
make our Spiritualists and our Spiritualism more intellectual, and above all more spiritual, we would
be more respected, and avoid these disgraceful trials which have arisen in France and England. For
my part I think we have had enough now of phenomena, and that it is high time to take a higher stand.
You should try and convince Spiritualists of this, for you have much influence and are looked up to
as a bright star.”

This latter was followed by that of Emma Hardinge Britten, entitled The spiritual situation – who is to
blame? - “It is impossible to expect that any person who for nearly twenty years has given time, talent,
heart and soul, life and all that makes life dear, to one object, can raze upon its deliberate shipwreck
and destruction without grief and indignation, without making at least one effort — if it be but to put
in a protest — against its final overthrow. It is in this spirit, Mr. Editor, that I now write; it is for the
sake of the well-beloved cause in which for the last twenty years I have labored enthusiastically,
untiringly, and unselfishly, that I now ask the question which heads this article, in behalf of Spiritualism.
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Not all the sophistry or mere blatant talk of those whose interest it may be to misrepresent the truth,
and mask to the candid mind the sorrowful fact that Spiritualism is now under the darkest shadow
that has ever fallen across its path. Not all the sophists or blatant talkers in the world can disguise the
equally patent fact that much if not all the disgrace and ill odor that has fallen on this cause, proceeds
from the misconduct of those in its own ranks; in fact, that its worst foes have been, and are, those of
its own household.

And in this charge let me be understood not to cast the blame entirely on those who in the eyes of the
superficial observer are the most notorious pirates on this great truth-to wit, the fanatics who have de-
formed its true genius by thrusting their regular, one-ideal hobbies upon its platforms, nor yet the
impostors who have tried and failed to make capital out of simulating its phenomena, …” - Banner of
Light, November 25, 1876.

“The London Spiritualist says — and says truly — that professional jealousy among the media and
workers is the strongest shadow on the face of Modern Spiritualism.” - Banner of Light, April 28, 1877.
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Adelma’s new publications and visit to England

On June 9th 1877 the Banner of Light announced A NEW FEATURE - “Our readers will doubtless he
pleased to learn that at considerable expense we have had translated from the German by our friend
Dr. G. Bloede, of Brooklyn, N. Y., a series of Children’s Stories, which were given through the
mediumship of Baroness Adelma von Vay, of Austria. The first number will appear in the Banner next
week, and the series will be printed consecutively thereafter until completed.” The Tales of the Sun-Rays
where then published from June 6th till August 8th 1877.

On the other part of the Atlantic The Spiritualist (June 15, 1877) brought the news that: “The Baron
and Baroness von Vay will visit England in autumn and will no doubt receive a warm welcome from
then mends in this country.”
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The Spiritualist, July 27, 1877 - Early next month the Baron and Baroness von Vay will spend a short
time in London, on their way to Ireland, and it is intended to give them a public reception at the rooms
of the National Association of Spiritualists, on the tenth of August. The Baroness von Vay is well
known to the readers of this journal by her distinguished services in the cause of Spiritualism, as the
writer of the works Studies from the Spirit-world and Spirit, Force, and Matter, and as the foundress
and patroness of the Spiritualist Society at Buda-Pest, in Austrian Hungary. … As the Baroness is well
acquainted with English, it is hoped that she may be prevailed on to give some account of her own
experiences in Spiritualism, or of the prospects of the spiritual movement in Germany and Austria.

The Spiritualist (August 17, 1877) published full report of the reception.

“LAST Friday night, a special conversasione was held at the Rooms of the National Association of
Spiritualists, 38, Great Russell-street, London, to welcome the Baron and Baroness von Vay, of
Hungary, who are so well known to our readers for their outspoken advocacy of the truths of Spiritualism.

At the soiries of the National Association of Spiritualists most of the time is spent in social conversation,
and but a brief portion of the evening to speeches. At eight o’clock Mr. Calder, the President, rose and
said: —
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Ladies and gentlemen, — From time to time there appear in our midst individuals more or less noted,
who, far from being ashamed of Spiritualism, glory in it. And why should they not? They feel and
know it to be true; there is a manifest superiority in spiritual life; and they believe that such life, if
properly cultivated, is eminently fitted to check and control selfishness and other forms of materialism.
Struck by the potent influence of a great reality, conscious of its strength, purity, and goodness, and
in no way surprised at its unpopularity, they have the courage to record their testimony in its favour.
On the present occasion we are fortunate in having among us several valued friends — worthy
representatives of our cause. The Baron and Baroness von Way have long sustained a prominent po-
sition in the field of Spiritualism. As the foundress and principal supporter of the Spiritualist Society
in Hungary, as a medium, as a writer, and as a healer, the Baroness von Vay has done much good work;
and her efforts (ever loyally seconded by the Baron) merit our strongest sympathy and consideration,
(Applause.) They differ from us as to reincarnation; although their ideas of development may not
resemble ours, yet they are true Spiritualists, doing battle — perhaps under a I separate banner — but
yet doing battle against our common foe, materialism. From America we have our distinguished friends
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gales Forster. Mr. Gales Forster is well known for his valuable contributions
to our current literature. It is not improbable that some of these friends may be induced to favour us
with a few remarks on the position and prospects of Spiritualism in their respective countries. And
now, on behalf of our Association, I greet these friends most cordially, and commend them severally
to your kindest attention (Applause).

Mr. Benjamin Coleman said: I desire to endorse the expressions of welcome which our respected Pre-
sident has offered to the Baron and Baroness von Vay. This excellent couple have been known to me
by correspondence for several years past, and though differing from them on the theory of reincar-
nation — because, perhaps, I am incapable of understanding the depths of the philosophy which that
belief inculcates — I nevertheless appreciate their high moral worth, and the active zeal which they
have shown in spreading the great truth of spirit intercourse. (Applause.) I admire and respect their
philanthropic disinterested labours on behalf of suffering humanity, by the exercise of their curative
power, which I believe they possess in an eminent degree, and of which they make the most unselfish
use. I am indeed very happy to welcome the Baron and Baroness to England, and regret that they
should have been obliged to visit us at a period of the year when so many sympathisers are absent from
London. I also offer to our American visitors a hearty welcome. Mr. Gales Forster has been long known
to me by his eloquent expositions of spiritual subjects.”

The Baroness von Vay, who rose amid loud and continued applause, said: Ladies and gentlemen, —
“I feel very much touched by the kindly welcome you have given to us, and as my husband is not versed
in the English language I return thanks to you on behalf of both of us, although it is not custom in
Austria for ladies to speak in public. Here, however, we are not in public, but have met as friends who
have long assembled beneath the banner of Spiritualism. I have much pleasure presenting this Asso-
ciation with an account of a vision of mine just published; I was not in trance, but wide awake when
I saw what is herein described, and my spirits afterwards explained all that I beheld. They have some-
times told me beforehand about political events, and of circumstances relating to my sick friends, and
their statements have afterwards proved to be wonderfully true. I am not skilled in the English language,
so thank you, Mr. President, and all the friends here to-night (Applause).
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Banner of Light, September 22, 1877 - “Visionen im Wasserglase, etc. We have received from Baroness
von Vay, of Gonobitz, Austria, a copy …”

Isis Unveiled

Banner of Light, August 18, 1877 -  “Mad. H. P. Blavatsky’s new and wonderful book will be forthcoming
from the press of J. W. Bouton early in September. Its prospectus, etc., received courteous notice at
the hands of the London Athenteum recently, one of the fruits of which was that the editor of a paper
printed in India applied to Madame B.’s London publisher for an early copy, saying that the work was
sure to “make a tremendous sensation in the East”.”

Banner of Light, October 6, 1877 - “Isis Unveiled - As will be seen by reference to our fifth page, Helen
P. Blavatsky has brought out her long- promised work—a master-key to the mysteries of ancient and
modern science and religion—two volumes royal 8vo, 1400 pages being embraced in the entirety—
make up the book, which is handsomely printed and bound.”
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The Spiritualist published (January 18, 1878) Adelma’s commentary of the Isis Unveiled. Here are some
excerpts:

Having read Mrs. Blavatsky’s deeply interesting work, Isis Unveiled, I desire to make a few remarks upon
it. In many things Mrs. Blavatsky has my earnest admiration and warm sympathy; but I cannot say I
agree with her in all she has written, and the doctrine of the annihilation of all bad men’s souls is especially
repugnant to me. My spirit-guides have never told me anything which corroborates the truth of this, as
I consider, most dangerous doctrine.

It is curious that in many things there is a great accordance between the communications I have received
and the views taken by Mrs. Blavatsky. For instance, the whole theory of “the triune” — spirit, soul, mat-
ter — called man.

The warnings that Mrs. Blavatsky gives to all physical mediums are wise. Such phenomena, and the laws
which govern them, still remain unexplained, and Spiritualists are too often contented with superficial
explanations. For myself, I have a personal dislike to all physical manifestations, not from fear, but be-
cause they make me feel ill. I look upon a good spirit as something too high and godly to play guitars and
to fetter and unfetter mediums. Still, God sends us these signs. Often they come unasked; so, surely they
are designed for some good purpose.
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Mrs. Blavatsky’s book should be read and studied. It contains the history of magic up to the present time.
Her studies must have been immense. I know of no woman who has written such a deep, scientific book,
and with so much sense and wit. She unites the wisdom of a man with the tact of a woman. But, in rea-
ding her book, and also the works of Jacolliot (which I much admire), I am always sorry they will rob us
of our Messiah, Jesus Christ, when, in the meantime, they believe in the Buddha and Christos of India.”

In her Scrapbook, Vol. IV, p. 152, H.P.B, pasted a cutting from the London Spiritualist of January 18,
1878, which contains “Some Personal Experiences in Mediumship” from the pen of Baroness Adelma
von Vay (Countess Wurmbrand). Although the writer expresses her admiration for H.P.B. in con-
nection with Isis Unveiled, she says, however: “While our elementaries are spirits doing penance for past
sin, and preparing themselves for a better state of existence, her elementals are souls which have already
lost their spirits, and will themselves, in process of time, become annihilated.” Underlining the sentence
italicized above, H.P.B. wrote in pen and ink as follows: “Quite the reverse. Never said such a thing and
the “Isis” is there to show the mistake. Either the fair Baroness has not read it (with) attention, or she
did not understand it.”

Old Diary Leaves I (REINCARNATION, pp. 280~283):

H.P.B., in Isis (Vol. I, p. 351) says most unequivocally: “We will now present a few fragments of this my-
sterious doctrine of Re-incarnation — as distinct from transmigration — which we have from an autho-
rity. Re-incarnation, i.e., the appearance of the same individual, or rather of his astral monad, twice on
the same planet, is not a rule in nature; it is an exception, like the terato-logical phenomena of a two-
headed infant.”

The cause of it, when it does occur is, she says, that the design of nature to produce a perfect human being
has been interfered with, and therefore she must make another attempt. Such exceptional interferences,
H. P. B. explains, are the cases of abortion, of infants dying before a certain age, and of congenital and
incurable idiocy. In such cases, the higher principles have not been able to unite themselves with the
lower, and hence a perfect being has not been born. But — “If reason has been so far developed as to be-
come active and discriminative, there is no Re-incarnation on this Earth, for the three parts of the triune
man have been united together, and he is capable of running the race. But when the new being has not
passed beyond the condition of monad, or when, as in the idiot, the trinity has not been completed, the
immortal spark which illuminates it has to re-enter on the earthly plane, as it was frustrated in its first
attempt. Otherwise, the mortal or astral, and the immortal, or divine, souls could not progress in unison
and pass onward to the sphere above.”

My present belief is that of the Hindus and Buddhists. She told Mr. Walter R. Old — who is my informant
— that she was not taught the doctrine of Re-incarnation until 1879 — when we were in India. I willingly
accept that statement, both because it tallies with our beliefs and writings in New York, and, because, if
she knew it when we were writing Isis, there was no earthly reason why she should have misled me or
others, even if she had so desired, which I do not believe.
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Adelma tried to bring evidence to her statements in the article on annihilation writing another article,
published in The Spiritualist (March 15, 1878), under the title Evidence of the personal identity of certain
communicating Spirits.

“The identity of spirits and of their spirit-messages is confirmed by a great number of mediums and Spi-
ritualists.”

“I could give you hundreds of such examples proving spirit identity, and the reality of communications
from base and low spirits, whose pain it is that no annihilation is possible for them.”



41

Copyright © Teozofija v Sloveniji. Vse pravice pridržane.

ADELMA VON VAY - HER LIFE AND WORK IN 1870-IES AND EARLY 1880-IES

Reflexionen aus der Geisterwelt substituted by Reformirende Blatter

The Spiritualist (March 22, 1878) reported about the changes which took place in Budapest concerning
the periodical of the Society: “Reformirende Blatter is the title of a new monthly publication issued by
the Buda-Pest Society, and which has taken the place of Reflexionen aus der Geisterwelt, formerly
published by the same society, and suspended about six months since. The Blätter consists entirely of
commentaries on the Gospel of St. John, written through the mediumship of the Baroness Adelma
von Vay. The name of this honoured lady and diligent worker in our cause is of itself a sufficient
recommendation to readers, but the merits and beauty of this work appear to be above the average of
her writings. She says: “Faith is an attracting, unbelief a repelling force; therefore, by faith the grace of
God and Spiritual gifts are drawn to us, as by unbelief they remain far from us. This is a natural law,
and not the effect of imagination. On this account unbelievers cannot receive Spiritual tests and signs,
and therefore by virtue of this power which resides in faith, believers attract to themselves the greater
number of Spiritual manifestations. Those full of material learning despise faith, and consider it the
first step into intellectual darkness; yet it is the first condition of knowledge; it is the letter A, where
knowledge is B; for before we can know positively, we have the impulse to believe. Only those can
comprehend the power of faith who do not live wholly the material life, but who perceive the light of
God, that is their own spirit, with an unclouded understanding; for how can that which is crooked
conceive of that which is upright?”
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Towards the end of the year the Banner of Light (September 28, 1878) announced a new series of Tales,
written by Adelma, to appear in the following issues.

Tales or the Everlasting Mother - “We shall commence in our next issue the publication in the Banner
of Light OUR CHILDREN DEPARTMENT of a series of attractive and interesting sketches, which ha-
ve been furnished to our columns for the enjoyment of the young among our readers, by that inspired
medium, Baroness Adelina von Vay, of Gonobitz, Austria. The tales tire brief, each one complete in
itself, and much in the style of that fine collection, “Tales of the Sun-Rays,” which we printed last year
from the same source.” From 1878-October-05 till 1879-May-10.
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The developments in the BNAS and Caroline Corner

At the beginning of the year 1879 long-lasting tensions between various fractions in the British National
Association of Spiritualist lead to the resignation of numerous officers, especially those connected with
the Dalston Association of Inquirers in Hackney, the spiritualists’ circle that nurtured friendly relation-
ship with von Vays. From Adelma’s perspective the most unwanted were that of Mr. W. H. Harrison
and Miss Emily Kislingbury.

The Spiritualist, April 11, 1879 – A Good Worker, — “One of the resignations of membership of the
National Association of Spiritualists accepted at the Council meeting last Tuesday was that of Miss
Kislingbury, who, in the founding of the Association, and for some years subsequently until she became
more interested in other subjects than Spiritualism, did a vast amount of good work for the benefit of
the organisation. Her excellent education and knowledge of several foreign languages, combined with
practical ability, rendered her an excellent secretary, whose value was fully recognised, especially by
the more refined people connected with the spiritual movement. In spare time she has made many
valuable contributions to the literature of Spiritualism, through the pages of The Spiritualist …”

The Spiritualist, Marec 14, 1879 - Mr. Martin Smith, one of the founders and largest subscribers to the
National Association of Spiritualists, and one of the two trustees who hold the premises at 38, Great
Russcll-street, on behalf of the Association, having been obliged because of his trusteeship to help to
carry out the recent action of the Council about The Spiritualist office, has written to Mr. Harrison as
follows: — “I desire you, however, to understand that I entirely disapprove of the resolution, and much
regret it — so much so that I have withdrawn altogether from the Association.”
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Building relationship with Caroline Corner

Adelma met Caroline Corner for the first time at the BNAS’ Reception when von Vays visited England
in the summer of 1877. Corner family members were deeply involved in the Spiritualism and were
members of the Dalston Association. It is my guess that at that point began a relationship which will
lead to at least two Caroline’s visits to Gonobitz in 1881 and 1883 and to a definite cooperation con-
cerning the publication of Caroline’s and Adelma’s writings.

Caroline Corner’s first publication can be traced in the Medium and Daybreak (June 13, 1879) where
she published A Scetch from Twixt Will and Fate and The Slinkensmirk Family, &c., a booklet, which
was issued a bit earlier in that same year.

She continued to publish articles in Medium and Daybreak during 1879 and 1880: A memory (June
27, 1879), A psychological Reminiscence (July 18 and July 25, 1879), The Light in the clouds (December
19, 1879), In memoriam (March 19, 1880), and after some break, Consolation (April 29, 1881).
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It was said that also Von Vays, as many other members of the BNAS (Emily Kislingbury, George
Wyld, Prof. A. R. Wallace, C. C. Massey, John Storer Cobb, Dr. C. Carter Blake, Gerald Massey, …)
have joined the British Theosophical Society, but we should take into consideration that membership
in the Parent Society was lost when joining the Branch (Josephine Ransom, A short history of the
Theosophical Society, p. 102), and as Von Vays were on many occasions cited as Fellows of the
Theosophical Society they probably never joined the British Theosophical Society.

Anyhow, we can start to trace their involvement with the appearance of the Theosophist, the birth of
which was described as follows (Old Diary Leaves II, p. 94):

Old Diary Leaves II (p. 77) - By what to Americans may seem an interesting coincidence, the conversation
which decided us to found the Theosophist occurred on the 4th of July of that year, Independence Day.
As elsewhere explained we were driven to it by the necessity of meeting the growing interest in Theosophy
by some better means than epistolary correspondence.

Old Diary Leaves II (p. 94) - Not before 20th September did we get the first form of type to correct; on
the 22nd we sent the second form to Press, on the 27th the last, and on the evening of the last day of that
month the first 400 copies of the new Magazine were delivered to us and made the occasion of much
jubilation among us.



46

Copyright © Teozofija v Sloveniji. Vse pravice pridržane.

ADELMA VON VAY - HER LIFE AND WORK IN 1870-IES AND EARLY 1880-IES

Already in the December issue of the magazine we find Adelma contributing her book (Tales of the
Everlasting Mother) for the Society’s library.

H. S. Olcott continues to describe the situation in the Society at the beginning of 1880 in the following
way:

Old Diary Leaves II, p. 137: The first formal meeting of the Theosophical Society, as a body, in India,
was held on 4th January, 1880, in the Library.

Old Diary Leaves II, p. 150: A meeting of the T. S. was held, and I got every one present to express his
views as to the best way to increase the interest in the Society. The calling of a general meeting was resol-
ved upon. But it will amount to nothing; for, of all the members, whether here, or in Europe or America,
there are only a corporal’s guard of real Theosophists: the rest are but miracle-hunters.

Old Diary Leaves II, p. 152: Another, and much more serious matter, was the organization of the Bom-
bay T. S., on the evening of 25th April: the pioneer of all our Indian, in fact, of our Oriental Branches,
and the third on the list of the whole Society; not counting New York, which was still the Society.
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In that same issue of the Theosophist we found Adelma among additional subscribers to the magazine,
supporting in that way its further publication, while the May issue of the Theosophist brought forward
the complete list of the Society’s officers and members of the General Council, where we find also
name of Odon von Vay.
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Further Adelma’a publications and other news in 1880

At the beginning of the year 1880 there appeared in The Spiritualist first translations from Adelma’s books by
Caroline Corner, the very first being (The Spiritualist, January 23, 1880, p. 46) Visionen in wasserglasse:

My spirit guides informed me that I had the gift of spirit sight without falling into a somnambulic state
— this was clairvoyance. They said visions would appear in the following manner: —

I must take a glass filled with clear water, and gaze steadily into it, and they would show me fluidic
pictures, or phantom exhibitions therein.

At the first trial I soon beheld some objects in the water: these resembled tiny bubbles and floating clouds.
By-and-by a railroad, a dog, figures of men and women were developed. This was the beginning; then
the water was disturbed, and the pictures glided off by the edge of the glass. I can only see in the evening
when the light is dim, never by day, and must feel a strong inclination for the visions. I am invariably
in my normal state, i. e., am fully conscious of what I see and hear. The wish or will of others that I should
see some particular picture has no influence upon me.
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These good news were followed by further translations by Caroline Corner from the Studien über die
Geisterwelt (Studies from the Spirit-world) in The Spiritualist: How my writing mediumship began (Fe-
bruary 6, 1880, p. 46), My mediumship (February 20, 1880, pp. 90-91), The power of exorcism (February
27, 1880, pp. 104-106), and towards the end of the year On “Doubles” (Medium and Daybreak, Sep-
tember 3, 1880, p. 571), translated from the Visionen.
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Some further news was then brought to public attention, some good and some bad.
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In April 1881 the Psychische Studien (April 1881, pp. 160~167) published the report Der Rechenschafts
-Bericht des Vereins „Spiriter Forscher in Budapest“ für das Jahr 1880 (The report of the association
“Spirit researchers in Budapest” for the year 1880) with extensive comments.

The report said that the Continent is flooded by reports on spiritualism and that scientists try to over-
throw or to prove the existence of its phenomena. The spiritualists from Roman countries and Hun-
gary try to explore the moral aspect of messages received through mediums, that being purely philo-
sophical work. They are directed towards practical work also, helping people in need. On the con-
trary, the spiritualist from America and England put more stress on physical manifestations and have
offensive stance towards messages received. The Society tries to stay out of this conflict and its mem-
bers feel as a duty to abstain from public performance.

The Editor of the Psychische Studien, Constantin Wittig, says in his extensive comments, that this kind
of spiritualism was acknowledged and refuted in the past by German Philosophers. The members of
the Budapest Society should strive to convince scientists that they are really dealing with higher intel-
ligences. The researches of German scientists and philosophers speak that the information received
through messages is baseless. To prove it, more weighed proves and more experimental approach
would be needed. Therefore, a common language can be obtained only when more experimental me-
thod will be introduced at Budapest.
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The publication of excerpts from the Budapest Society’s Annual Report and Wittig’s comments
provoked reaction from the part of Dr. Adolf Grünhut, the actual president of the Society, which was
published in July issue of the Psychische Studien (pp. 308~314) under the title Freundliche Erwiede-
rung des Vereins „Spiriter forscher“ in Budapest (Friendly response from the association “Spirit resear-
chers” in Budapest).

Dr. Grünhut says, in short, that they understand the critic from the Wittig’s point of view but that they
have to anyway, express their disagreement with the offensive tone of the comments. Beside that the
Report wasn’t intended for publication but just as information for trusted brothers in spiritualism.

He tries to prove, that they aren’t against experimental spiritualism as the Report itself says that they
vividly follow the experiments in this field, hoping that they will prove the existence of intelligences
behind the phenomena, so they actually don’t want to make any comparisons between spiritualists
and spiritists. Again, he says that they were lucky to have four or five mediums who were delivering
messages, and who were checked over and over again. They don’t want to argue upon the doctrine of
reincarnation, but they cannot agree with the view that this doctrine is illogical.

Finally, he says that they not consider themselves as enemies but as friends in a battle against mutual
enemy, the materialism, and for the mutual goal, the truth.



54

Copyright © Teozofija v Sloveniji. Vse pravice pridržane.

ADELMA VON VAY - HER LIFE AND WORK IN 1870-IES AND EARLY 1880-IES

Although many important things were going on at the beginning of the 1880-ies I will dedicate this
last part of my presentation just to the fruitful relationship between Adelma von Vay and Caroline
Corner that produced some beautiful publications and an important public impact, what we will see
further on.

Started at the Reception at the premises of the British National Association of Spiritualists in 1877 this
relationship grew more intimated in the summer 1881, when Caroline was invited by Adelma to spent
a great deal of that summer at her home in Gonobitz.

Medium and Daybreak, July 8, 1881 - “Miss Caroline Corner is at present on a visit to Baroness Adelma
von Vay, in Austria. She will return to London by the end of the month in time for her annual Autumn
sojourn to Yorkshire. Miss Corner is enjoying her visit very much. Her hostess is a celebrated medium,
and has written a number of profound books.”

The first fruit of their collaboration came out in December and was reported by Banner of Light,
December 24, 1881 - “The Psychological Review … The last thirty-eight pages of the Review contain
what may he taken as a Christmas story, of considerable interest withal: “In VisionLand,” by Caroline
Corner, written for and dedicated to the Baroness Adelma von Yay.”
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It seems that what was Caroline most impressed by and wasn’t able to really satisfactorily profess
herself was the ability of clairvoyance. She wrote an article for the Medium and Daybreak (August 18,
1882, pp. 518-519) under the title Clairvoyance, in which she described her and her sister Nina’s visit
to Miss Lottie Fowler, the experiences with the visions in glass of water which she had during her stay
at Adelma’s home and her own experiments with this ability. In trying to get an answer to her perplexi-
ties she wrote another let’s say inquiry in the Medium and Daybreak (September 22, 1882, p. 601). It
was quite provocative article, asking for explanations in regard to her own clairvoyance.
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Just a month later the booklet was published and announced in the Medium and Daybreak (November
17, 1882, p. 731) by Caroline herself.

It is somehow strange how this little booklet was well received by public at large and that it received
so many appreciating comments in spiritualist magazines and daily newspapers.
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Caroline then sent to the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak a short report of her repeated visit to
Adelma with the translation of an article previously published in the Licht, mehr Licht, who promptly
republished it under the title The three misers (June 1, 1883, p. 342):

Miss Caroline Corner has again found herself in Styria, the guest of her kind friends, the Baron and
Baroness von Vay. She says: — “It was indeed like being uplifted into heaven, after the gloom of dingy
old London. How I wish, though, I could have all my friends with us here! … This morning I have tran-
slated a pretty little story of the Baroness’ from ‘Licht, mehr Licht,’ and send it to you for the MEDIUM,
if you like to have it. The Baroness’s writing has a peculiar charm in its being so true to nature — each
sentence is felt and understood by all, and is so full of those little subtleties that make us all akin.”

The next day there appeared in the Banner of Light (June 2, 1883) an announcement that: “The Baro-
ness Adelma von Vay is soon to publish a new book with the title, “A Young Girl’s Diary” the proceeds
from the sale of the first thousand of which are, to be given toward the erection of a hospital.”
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But what followed was a veritable social campaign. Namely, there appeared in almost every issue of
the periodical a combination of four different enterprises: (1.) Call for subscriptions to support the
publication of a new book (Rhineland), addressed mainly to the women and men of influence, which
will be used also for (2.) charitable action in support of depraved children of the London’s East End;
(3.): short stories that aims to raise social awareness; and (4.): articles that brings views on some im-
portant issues with the goal to put them into a different perspective. So, let us present it through the
next issues of Medium and Daybreak.
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It started on October 19 with quite a modest promotion of the idea.

And followed on October 26 with Caroline’s translation of Adelma’s short story The price of love:

“… The face of the angel beamed with gladness. “Well done! Now hast thou learnt to say: Gods will be
done. But, see! Look closely! Thou art in the sphere of selfishness, where each is for himself, enjoying life
alone. ‘Tis but a myth: true enjoyment they do not know, for THEY CANNOT FEEL FOR OTHERS.
Search the flowers there blooming: each holds a worm within which in time will devour its life — its love-
liness. So with selfish men. Observe the leaves and blossoms: beautiful from afar — NO PREFUME DO
THEY GIVE. The birds — they sing to amuse themselves, THERE IS NO FEELING IN THEIR SONG.
Everything is beautiful from without, but WITHIN THERE IS NO SOUL, hence, no satisfaction…”
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On November 9th and 16th the campaign became more intense.
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The campaign concluded on January 18, 1884 with the report ….
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…. and final words by Caroline and Adelma on February 8, 1884.
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